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gentlemen and of havens where foreign forces could land, and
though at first he withstood the rigours of examination and
even the torment of the rack, his courage at last gave way.
4 Now', he moaned, *I have disclosed the secrets of her [Mary]
who was the dearest thing to me in the world.5 And as he moved
away from the place where he sat by the rack, he muttered,c CM
aperso lafedey aperso Fhonore*, faith broken, honour lost.

Throckmorton had been one of the principal advisers con-
cerned with the 'Enterprise', had discussed the plans with the
Spanish ambassador, corresponded with Mary, and acted as
agent for her letters. All these activities he disclosed. The con-
spiracy looked extremely alarming, involving, as it did, various
noblemen and gentlemen, some of whom fled at the news of his
arrest, while others were taken and lodged in the Tower. In
January 1584 Mendoza, the Spanish ambassador, was sum-
moned before the Council, accused of his misdeeds and told to
leave the country in fifteen days. He tried bluff, without effect,
and the last representative of Spain in Elizabethan England took
his leave, declaring that as he had failed to satisfy the Queen
as a minister of peace, he must in future try to satisfy her in
war.

A project like the * Enterprise', however, was a slow business,
subject to the caution and finance of princes, and liable to be
betrayed long before it could be realized. In contrast, assassina-
tion could be secret, swift, and no less effective, appealing in
consequence to the impatient and forlorn of hope. It was an old
question in the Schools whether tyrannicide was lawful, and
Rome had recently pronounced in its favour by offering its
blessing to the person who should slay Elizabeth. It is notorious
that striking and peculiar crimes, once attempted, move others
to imitate them. And so it proved in this instance. In March
1582 William of Orange, who after Elizabeth was the greatest
obstacle to the Catholic faith, was shot by an assassin and ky
between life and death. Then, in England, just before Throck-
morton's arrest, a young Catholic gentleman of Warwickshire
told his friends that he was going to London to shoot the Queen
with his pistol, andc hoped to see her head set on a pole, for she